
G:\CHERYL\WP60\FILES\MINUTES\2011\Council Minutes\071211.doc 1 
 

 CITY OF CLEARWATER, SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS 

 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 MINUTES 

  

 JULY 12, 2011  

  

 The regular meeting of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, City Council was 

held on Tuesday, July 12, 2011, at 6:30 p.m., in the Clearwater City Council Chamber, City Hall, 

129 E. Ross Avenue, Clearwater, Kansas. 

 

The following members were present:  Mike York, Mayor; Jim Whitney, Jim 

Frischenmeyer, Laura Papish and Sandi Keeler, Council Members.    Lyle Berntsen, Council 

Member was absent. The following staff members were present: Kent Brown, City Administrator; 

Cheryl Wright, City Clerk; Janet Amerine, City Attorney. Others present at the meeting were; Liza 

Donabauer, Marvin and Mary Schauf, Clearwater Fire Department; Paul Rhodes, Times Sentinel; 

Ryan Smothers, Vicki Wise, Clearwater Public Library;  Gary George, George Bowerman & Noel;  

Lonnie Stieben, Citizen. 

 

Mayor York called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  York gave the invocation, which was 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Clerk called the roll to confirm the presence of a 

quorum. 

 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 28, 2011 

  

MOTION:  Council Member Keeler made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

meeting.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Frischenmeyer and 

passed unanimously. 

    

2. Mayor’s Recommendations   

 

There were no appointments or recommendations at this time.  

 

3. Public Forum 

 

   Lonnie Stieben addressed the Council about the walking path between Park Glen and 

the High School.  Lonnie requested the path be sprayed for weeds.  Lonnie checked with the 

school and school maintenance thought it was city property. Lonnie has checked with 

maintenance worker Mike Weakley and the sewer treatment plant area will be treated as 

well.  Stieben requested that some more asphalt material be used on the path for the Frisbee 

gold course. The path is hard to see from Fourth Street.  Stieben asked about the Economic 

Development Committee and asked if there was a Chairperson appointed at this time.  City 

Administrator Kent Brown stated a meeting needs to be called and a Chairperson will be 

appointed at that first meeting.  Park Glen Housing Development has 34 acres in phase 4 
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and Southern Kansas Telephone will not be developing it at this time.  Southern Kansas 

Telephone is trying to market the 34 acres to another realtor. Stieben has talked to several 

builders like Don Klausmeyer and others are not interested because of a lack of incentives.   
        

   

4. Department Head Reports 

 

  Gene Garcia, Police Chief, stated to the Council that nothing is new since last report 

several meetings ago.  There are several ongoing investigations that are not able to be 

discussed at this time.  Garcia has been attending Kansas Intelligence Association meetings 

once a month.  It is an hour a month but some good information that can be passed onto the 

public.  Garcia spoke at the Senior Center carry-in luncheon about an increase in crime rates 

against seniors and ways to be pro-active.  He also spoke to Senior Center Director Carl 

Shaffer about writing a column in the Senior Scoop as a way to get information to the 

citizens. There has been some vandalism at the City Park and at the restrooms and the Police 

Officers have a new way to log and check properties.  This new logging of activities does 

not necessarily mean new cases, just time consuming for the officers.  Garcia was not at the 

last Council meeting as he was at a training session but would like to address credit cards.  

When the Officers first got bank credit cards they could use them for gasoline. It was a 

useful tool to compare prices when we had more than one choice of gas stations. The cards 

allow the officers who are on duty for 24 hours a day, access to purchase supplies like 

headlights and other possible car parts that the department does not stock. There are 

procedures to check the receipts from the Officers and there has been no misuse of the credit 

cards.     Garcia would like to have credit cards for Jo Johnson, Jason Gearhardt, Clint 

Luckner, Scott GoForth and himself to use for purchasing items for the Department.   There 

was Council consensus for the request.      

  

                        5.   Gary George Review 2010 Audit of Financial Records 

 

  Gary George, George Bowerman and Noel, addressed the Council regarding the 

2010 audit report for the city.   Page one of the report is the auditor’s report and everything 

else is city represented. Gary George stated that the financial statements present the financial 

position of the governmental activities in all aspects.  George reviewed the management 

discussion and analysis including net assests, capital assets and debt administration.  After 

reviewing the statements and notes throughout the audit, George stated that utility system 

reserves may be adequate for normal operating expenses; however, any significant system 

repairs would be devastating to the financial condition of the city’s utilities.        

   

 

6.  Library Board Present 2012 Budget   

   

            Vicki Wise, Clearwater Public Library Director addressed the Council about the 

library and its budget.  Wise has been the Director for two years.  She highlighted many of 

the programs the library has to offer including children and adult programs as well as the 

summer reading program.  The library offers resource help to students for research papers.   
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The library also offers entertainment with movie choices, tax forms during tax time, and 

computers for public use for those who cannot afford computers.  The library offers fax and 

copy services and internet for those who are interested.  The library has updated their 

computers in the last two years and shares information with 19 other libraries so information 

is widely available to the public.  Wise has submitted her resignation to the Library Board 

and the interview process has begun.  The Budget for 2012 is presented by the Library 

Board President, Ryan Smothers.   

   

  Ryan Smothers addressed the Council about the Budget for the Clearwater Public 

Library.  The library has $2000 left from materials last year to add to this year’s salary 

budget.  The extra money will be used to acquire a new Director for the library and 

incorporate a children’s program into the new director position.  The Library has a free 

Library Loan System where a patron can order a book from any of the 19 libraries within the 

system.  The book will be sent to the Clearwater Public Library for free.  Council Member 

Laura Papish asked about the cost to the library.  Smothers responded that the only cost to 

the library was postage to mail the book to one of the libraries.  This year’s budget is about 

the same as last year’s budget, with an increase in salaries and a decrease in materials.     

   

   

                        7.          Recycle Ordinance 

  

  City Administrator Brown addressed the Council about the requested Ordinance 

from the last meeting regarding the recycling program.  The curbside recycle program 

requires a mandatory fee but voluntary participation.  This Ordinance adds to the city code 

this information and the Governing Body can add rules and regulations.   City Attorney, 

Janet Amerine stated this section of recycling is included in the existing trash ordinance.  

City Clerk, Cheryl Wright assigned Ordinance 936.   

  

 MOTION:     Council Member Laura Papish made a motion to accept Ordinance 936 as 

                         presented.  Council Member Jim Whitney seconded the motion.  On a roll     

                        call vote, the motion passed unanimously.   

           

   

   8. Renew Agreement Mayer Specialty Services for Sanitary Sewer  

 Maintenance Cleaning/Inspection 

 

  City Administrator Brown stated that the City of Clearwater has an agreement with 

Mayer Specialty Services.  It is time to renew that contract for the annual cleaning of the 

sewer system.  The agreement is for three years at a cost of about $11,600 a year.   There is a 

clause in the agreement that states if gas rises above $4.00 a gallon, Mayer would add a cost 

surcharge to the bill.  Kent Brown stated that the company is from Goddard so the extra 

costs would be minimal. Mayer has given the City of Clearwater a better rate than they had 

previously and are on call if the City would need them on a limited basis.  The City did buy 

a used sewer generator that is used for trouble spots but it is still good to have a contractor 

complete the annual sewer cleaning.    Council Member Papish asked if the City has ever 
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had to use the televise service.  Brown stated one example was a problem at the corner of 

Wood and Janet. The Resident was having trouble with their service and thought it was a 

City problem. Mayer came and did a televised video.  It showed everything was clean on 

City side so it was a problem in the resident service line.  Mayer will use television tape in 

special areas either before or after to check to see if a problem still exists in those areas.  

 

MOTION:     Council Member Sandra Keeler made a motion to accept the contract with     

                         Mayer Specialty Services.  Council Member Laura Papish seconded the        

                         motion and passed unanimously.   

 

    

9. Review Dangerous Structures Forms Ordinance and Appoint an Enforcing Officer   

 

  City Administrator Brown stated that setting up this ordinance is the first step in the 

process of handling dangerous structures on a regular basis.  This ordinance is copied from 

the League and is used in Cities across Kansas.  This process will allow the City to put this 

ordinance in the city code.  Mayor York asked a question about the time frame from start to 

finish on a structure that needs to be torn down.  City Attorney, Janet Amerine thought the 

process would be about 3 months.  The notice would have to be published twice in the 

newspaper, Council only meets twice a month and should give the resident 30 days to try to 

take care of the situation.  Brown stated that once the ordinance is approved and the 

resolution at the next Council meeting then the process will move forward. 

   

    

 MOTION:     Council Member Jim Frischenmeyer made a motion to accept Ordinance 

937 as presented.  Council Member Jim Whitney seconded the motion.  On a 

roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.     

 

             City Attorney Janet Amerine stated this Ordinance will be placed in the code at 

15.08 after the provisions that allow for the City to put a lien on the insurance money.  In the 

case of a fire, and an absent landlord, the money would be held until the property was 

cleaned up with no cost to the  City.  Amerine stated it would all be governed by State Law.  

       

10. First Review of 2012 Budget 

  

               City Administrator Kent Brown stated that this was the first review of the 2012 

budget. The valuation for 2012 is up slightly.  If the tax rate was kept the same, the 

valuation increase from $13,819 per mill to $13,887 per mill would generate approximately 

an additional $3,100 in tax revenues compared to last year.  The proposed budget would 

cost $759,890 in property taxes if no changes were made.  If Council does not want to raise 

taxes, then $121,080 has to be cut from the budget.  Most of the funds are almost exact or 

similar to last year except for the General Fund where the most cuts will have to be made.  

Brown stated that there could be several cuts or adjustments to the General Fund.  Brown 

proposed cutting from capital outlay, consulting fees, gas and legal fees in the 

Administrative Fund.  He proposed eliminating some carpet, one radio, restricting some 
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uniform replacing, eliminating a Taser and child ident a kit, and lowering the postage, 

DARE and printing budgets. Brown recommended cutting contract labor and capital outlay 

in the court fund.  In Public works, there is still no drainage.  In the ambulance fund cutting 

some capital outlay.  In the fire fund cutting uniforms and in the Parks fund eliminating 

seasonal help and contract labor.  Brown recommends lowering equipment and no salary 

increases for personnel in Personnel Development Fund.  The Employee Benefit fund 

gained a little ground in 2011 by cutting out 2 employees for several months.  In 2012, the 

city will be back to full staff and there will be an increase in insurance, work comp and the 

KPERS fund.  The special highway fund and the city building fund will roll over to have 

more for a project in 2012.  The total for the above proposed budget cuts is $133,577.  City 

Administrator Brown asked the Council for direction to City Staff on how the budget 

should be cut and could then be processed for the next meeting.  Council Member Papish 

stated she thought taxes should be raised by 5 mills. City Clerk Wright stated that by 

raising the taxes by 5 mill does not change the deficit in water and sewer.  City 

Administrator Brown stated that the water rates will change in January and Council may be 

asked at that time to raise the water rates for the coming year. This would raise the 

resident’s taxes and water rates plus the recycle fee.  Mayor York stated that this worksheet 

is a starting place for the Council to look at and decide what needs to be cut and what can 

stay in the budget.  The worksheet allows for a little wiggle room as the amount to cut from 

the budget was $121,080.  Council Member Whitney stated that he feels that the County 

insisting all cities in the County to buy certain radios is a scare tactic.   After discussion, the 

Council directed City Staff to present two proposals with the 5 mill added and a proposal 

with no increase in taxes ready for the next meeting for discussion. 

 

11. Staff Reports 

 

          City Clerk Cheryl Wright stated that this would be her last Council meeting before 

retiring. Wright thanked the Council, past and present, for the job she has had with the City 

of Clearwater.   She enjoyed working with past mayors Long, Walker and Justice and past 

Councils and thanked everyone for making her job absolutely fun.  Wright stated that she 

never thought she would end up in Government. Wright stated she enjoyed going to 

International Conferences with other City Clerks and listening to their horror stories 

knowing she had none.  Clerk again thanked everyone for the enjoyable time she had as the 

Clerk of the City of Clearwater.   

     

               Liza Donabauer addressed the Council about being very excited to be here in 

Clearwater and starting training for the City Clerk position.  Donabauer stated her family 

would be arriving on the weekend and all are very happy to be here in Clearwater.  

 

   City Administrator Kent Brown stated that the road is closed south of town where 

the bridge is out on 135
th

 St.  In addition, City Administrator Brown stated that Sedgwick 

County wants to move the entrance of the sewer ponds during the project to replace the 

bridge on 135
th

 Street.  One possibility that city staff discussed was sharing the same 

entrance with the Ninnescah Township building.  Brown has a meeting scheduled with 

Sedgwick County Engineer tomorrow to discuss the changes.   
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   City Administrator Brown stated that the road south of town that crosses the 

Ninnescah River will be closed for two months as the bridge is repaired.   

  

 

 

 12. Council Reports   

 

        Council Member Papish asked if the barrel on Ross Street in front of C-Bar could be 

removed by the City.  The Chamber of Commerce donated the barrels.  Papish also reported 

a hole in the street at the corner or Prospect and Ross. 

 

         Council Member Whitney asked about the manhole covers on 4
th

 Street.  City 

Administrator Brown said asphalt work would begin in the next week or two.  Mayor York 

added there is a hole at the corner of First and Janet that will need some asphalt too.   

 

         Council Member Keeler stated that she got a phone call about raising taxes in 

Clearwater.  The caller stated that back in the day they did not get any money from the 

government and never raised taxes.  Keeler wants people to understand government funding. 

 

        Council Member Whitney wanted to know who maintained Fourth Street.  City 

Administrator Brown stated that it is a county road that is taken care of by the County.  

Whitney would like Fourth Street fixed from Ross to the railroad tracks by the Coop. 

 

        Council Member Frischenmeyer asked a question about having a block party on the 

200 block of S. Gorin.  City Clerk Wright stated there is a form to fill out.  City Staff will 

inform the Police Department and City Maintenance so barricades would be provided.  

Frischenmeyer also reported there is work being done on the house at Gorin that has 

previously been sent a letter. 

        

                     Mayor York would like to have a notice sent to Pinnacle Health Facilities on Wood      

             Street about the brush pile that is behind the fence.  It is nearly a truck load and needs to be  

             removed.   

           

13.       Executive Session 

   

            MOTION:    At 9:35 p.m. Council Member Keeler moved to enter into executive session     

                                   for 15 minutes to discuss personnel issues.  Council Member Jim Whitney      

                                   seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  EVS Director, Donald          

                                   Schauf was asked to join Council.  

                     

                     At 9:50 p.m. the Council returned to regular session with no action taken.   

  

14.        Adjournment 
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 MOTION:       Being no further discussion to come before the Council, Council            

                                       Member Laura Papish moved for adjournment.  The motion was            

                                       seconded by Council Member Jim Whitney and passes unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE 

 

State of Kansas          } 

County of Sedgwick   } 

City of Clearwater      } 

 

I, Carol Reitberger, Deputy City Clerk of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, 

hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the approved minutes of the July 12, 

2011 City Council meeting. 

 

 

Given under my hand and official seal of the City of Clearwater, this 26th day of July 2011. 

 

       

Carol Reitberger, Deputy City Clerk 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


