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 CITY OF CLEARWATER, SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
 PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
 March 7, 2006 
 

The regular meeting of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, Planning 
Commission was held on Tuesday, March 7, 2006 at 7:00 p.m., in the Clearwater City Council 
Chamber, City Hall at 129 E. Ross Avenue, Clearwater, Kansas.   
 

The following members were present: George Rudy, Lonnie Stieben, LaDonna Lawrenz, 
Don Berntsen, Mike Machart, and Les Langston.  Aaron Tjaden was absent.  The following City 
staff members were present: Kent Brown, City Administrator; Cheryl Wright, City Clerk; and Janet 
Amerine, City Attorney.  Harlan Foraker, Certified Engineering Design; and Kristie and Tom 
Barker, residents also attended the meeting.               

======================================================================= 
 

1. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of February 7, 2006 
 

MOTION: The motion to approve the minutes was made by Lawrenz, seconded by 
Berntsen and passed unanimously. 

 
2. Proposed Ordinance for Side Yard Setbacks on Accessory Structures 

 
City Administrator Brown distributed a copy of the old Zoning Ordinance No. 766 

dealing with side yard setbacks for accessory structures.  Brown stated that at the last 
meeting the Commission requested staff to change the current zoning ordinance.  The 
Commission wanted it to read the same as the old ordinance on side yard setbacks for 
accessory structures.  Brown continued to state that he understood that the Commission 
wanted the side yard setback for accessory structures to be 6 ft. from the neighboring 
property line.  Brown read from the old ordinance, “Accessory structures, including garages, 
but exempting portable building with a roof area not exceeding 150 square feet, patios, and 
like structures, shall be located:  A.  Setback From Dwelling:  The side yard and rear yard 
setback shall be not less than six feet from the dwelling.”  Brown stated that all of the 
requirements in repealed Ordinance No. 766 relate to accessory structures and the distance 
from the dwelling and nothing about the distance from the neighboring property line.  Brown 
stated that he is confused on how the Commission wants the ordinance to read.  Brown then 
distributed copies of the new Zoning Ordinance No. 835 dealing with side yard setbacks for 
accessory structures.  After reading over the requirements for accessory structures it was the 
consensus of the Commission that the new ordinance needed an overhaul in the area of 
accessory structures.  After a lengthy discussion, the Commission changed Section (1) Item 
(3) to read,  “Any accessory building constructed in a side or rear yard shall not encroach on 
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any required utility easements and shall not be located any closer to a property line than six 
(6) feet, except…” .  In Section (1) Item (3) Category (a) “All accessory structures shall be 6 
feet from other accessory structures” was added.  Section (1) Item (3) Category (b) and (c) 
were combined and the remaining categories were renamed. By consensus, the Commission 
agreed to schedule a Public Hearing for the change in the zoning code for the April meeting. 
          

3. Review of Comprehensive Plan Notebook  
 
City Administrator Brown stated that the Commission should continue to review the 

sections of the Comprehensive Plan before a Public Hearing is scheduled.  The Commission 
reviewed the sections titled Land Use, Housing, Transportation, Community Facilities and 
General Development.  During the review, the Commission requested a change in the 
Community Facilities section.       

 
5. Other Matters and Concerns 

 
There were no other matters or concerns discussed. 

                 
6. Adjournment
 

 With there being no further business to come before the Commission, Lawrenz made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Langston and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 

CERTIFICATE 
State of Kansas         }   
County of Sedgwick            } 
City of Clearwater               }  
 

I, Cheryl Wright, City Clerk of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the approved minutes of the March 7, 2006 
Planning Commission meeting. 

 
Given under my hand and official seal of the City of Clearwater, this 4th day of April 2006. 

                   
                                                                            

  Cheryl S. Wright, City Clerk 
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