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 CITY OF CLEARWATER, SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
 PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
 April 4, 2006 
 

The regular meeting of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, Planning 
Commission was held on Tuesday, April 4, 2006 at 7:00 p.m., in the Clearwater City Council 
Chamber, City Hall at 129 E. Ross Avenue, Clearwater, Kansas.   
 

The following members were present: George Rudy, Lonnie Stieben, Don Berntsen, Aaron 
Tjaden, Mike Machart, and Les Langston.  LaDonna Lawrenz was absent.  The following City staff 
members were present: Kent Brown, City Administrator; Cheryl Wright, City Clerk; and Janet 
Amerine, City Attorney.  Kristie Barker, resident also attended the meeting.                 

======================================================================= 
 

1. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of March 7, 2006 
 

MOTION: The motion to approve the minutes was made by Machart, seconded by 
Berntsen and passed unanimously. 

 
2. Public Hearing for Change of Side Yard Setbacks on Accessory Structures 

 
At 7:07 p.m. George Rudy opened the Public Hearing for consideration of a change 

of side yard setback on accessory structures.  City Attorney Amerine stated that she spoke to 
John Riggs, Professional Planner, and he is in favor of the change to the Zoning Ordinance.  
Riggs told Amerine that he tried to put the side yard setbacks at 6ft. when the original was 
written.  Riggs suggested that Amerine add a line to the first paragraph stating “No accessory 
buildings or structure shall be closer to the front lot line than the dwelling.”  Amerine stated 
that the sentence is being added due to the non-conforming buildings in old town.   George 
Rudy asked if there was anyone in the audience that would like to speak on the setbacks.  
The Commission continued to discuss the definition of structures, accessory structures, and 
setbacks.  At 7:15 p.m. George Rudy closed the Public Hearing.  

 
MOTION: Berntsen made a motion to recommend to the Council to act on the ordinance 

changing side yard setbacks on accessory structures.  Tjaden seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.            

           
3. Public Hearing for Zoning Change From R-1 to R-L 
  

At 7:17 p.m. George Rudy opened the Public Hearing for consideration of changing 
various properties from zoning classification R-1 to R-L.  City Administrator Brown stated 
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that the properties involved are the thirteen (13) that were annexed into the City due to the 
waterline benefit district north of the City.  Brown continued to state that when a property is 
annexed the default zone is R-1 (Residential Single Family).  The Zoning Ordinance requires 
a Public Hearing to change a zone.  The 13 properties requested to be zoned similar to the 
requirements of Sedgwick County.  While working on the Zoning Ordinance the Planning 
Commission and Council came up with R-L (Residential Low Density).  Brown stated that 
R-L allows for more animal units, more and larger accessory building, and a lagoon sewer.  
Brown stated that there is no one in the audience and he has not been contacted by anyone 
objecting to the change since the publication of the Hearing notice.  At 7:23 p.m. George 
Rudy closed the Public Hearing. 

 
MOTION: Stieben made a motion to recommend to the Council to act on the ordinance 

for a zoning change from R-1 to R-L for 13 various properties.  Berntsen 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   

 
4. Set Date for Public Hearing on Comprehensive Plan

      
City Administrator Brown stated at the last couple meetings the Commission has 

been reviewing sections of the Comprehensive Plan.  Brown stated that John Riggs is still 
working on the zoning maps both within the City and the three (3) mile area of influence.  
Brown asked the Planning Commission members if they have seen any additional changes 
that need to be made?  Brown stated that the notice of hearing has to be published at least 20 
days prior to the hearing.  Brown suggested that the Commission set the hearing for the June 
meeting. 

 
MOTION: Langston made a motion to set June 6, 2006 as the date for the Public 

Hearing for the Comprehensive Plan.  Berntsen seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

 
5. Other Matters and Concerns 

 
City Administrator Brown stated that there would be a Board of Zoning Appeals at 

the May meeting.  Ninnescah Township owns some property on S. Grain.  The property has 
a railroad on the west, city shop on the north, street on the east, and residence on the south.  
The township property is zoned I-1 and they want to tear down the existing building and 
build another building.  The set backs do not allow this to be done.  Brown suggested that the 
Commissioners familiarize themselves with the area.   

 
City Administrator Brown reminded the Commissioners that the City has a 

Neighborhood Revitalization Plan that gives a rebate of taxes on the increase of valuation on 
any new construction in the City with the exception of Park Glen and Chisholm Ridge.    
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6. Adjournment
 

 With there being no further business to come before the Commission, Stieben made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Berntsen and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 

CERTIFICATE 
State of Kansas         }   
County of Sedgwick            } 
City of Clearwater               }  
 

I, Cheryl Wright, City Clerk of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the approved minutes of the April 4, 2006 
Planning Commission meeting. 

 
Given under my hand and official seal of the City of Clearwater, this 2nd day of May 2006. 

                   
                                                                            

  Cheryl S. Wright, City Clerk 
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