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 CITY OF CLEARWATER, SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
 PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 
 October 4, 2005 
 

The regular meeting of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, Planning 
Commission was held on Tuesday, October 4, 2005 at 7:00 p.m., in the Clearwater City Council 
Chamber, City Hall at 129 E. Ross Avenue, Clearwater, Kansas.   
 

The following members were present: George Rudy, Chairman; Lonnie Stieben, LaDonna 
Lawrenz, and Don Berntsen. Aaron Tjaden was absent.  The following City staff members were 
present: Kent Brown, City Administrator; Cheryl Wright, City Clerk; and Janet Amerine, City 
Attorney.  Also present at the meeting was John Riggs, Professional Planner of Riggs Associates.    
         

======================================================================= 
 

1. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of August 2, 2005 
 

The September meeting was cancelled due to lack of a quorum. 
   

MOTION: The motion to approve the minutes was made by Berntsen, seconded by 
Stieben and passed unanimously. 

  
2. John Riggs 
 

John Riggs distributed to the Planning Commissioners Section VIII the General 
Development Plan of the Comprehensive Community Plan.  Riggs stated that the 
Community Development Plan includes a map that combines all physical things such as park 
service areas, major streets, current and future growth pattern, and goals and objectives.  The 
map shows possible future park locations and community facilities.  The Community 
Development Plan reviews the background for planning, population, land use, housing, and 
transportation.  Riggs stated depending on the economy, within the next 20 years Clearwater 
could have up to a 7% population growth and a land use of up to 400 acres.  Riggs continued 
to state if the population grows at the rate projected there would 722 new houses needed and 
new streets to handle all of the growth.  Riggs stated that the City has excellent park 
facilities, but there is a need for additional pocket parks that a mother and small child could 
walk to that would be within a quarter mile of their residents.  Riggs stated that by law once 
the General Development Plan is adopted it has to be reviewed once a year.  Riggs stated 
that he should have the implementation section ready for the next meeting.  City 
Administrator Brown asked Riggs what type of event would cause the City to redo the 
Comprehensive Plan?  Riggs stated that the City should review the Plan in 5 years and in 10 
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years there should be a major review.  Riggs stated if the City has a quick huge amount of 
growth then the Plan should be reviewed earlier than 5 years.  The Commission continued to 
discuss various portions of the General Development Plan. 

                  
3. Other Matters or Concerns 

 
Lonnie Stieben stated that at the last meeting John Riggs stated that a home with a 

“Home Occupation” has to look and function like a residence and if the business generates 
traffic it is not usually allowed in a residential zone. Stieben requested that Riggs review the 
requirements for a “Home Occupation” especially relating to daycare, as it would generate 
traffic.  Riggs stated that when approving a daycare in a residential zone it has to be 
determined if the amount of children in the daycare would create a traffic problem.  Riggs 
stated that the criteria is to preserve the residential integrity.  An unreasonable situation, for 
example, would be 6 or 8 cars coming all day long where a reasonable situation might be 6 
or 8 cars a couple of different times during the day.          

 
4. Adjournment
 

 With there being no further business to come before the Commission, Lawrenz made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Stieben and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE 
State of Kansas         }   
County of Sedgwick            } 
City of Clearwater               }  
 

I, Cheryl Wright, City Clerk of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the approved minutes of the October 4, 2005 
Planning Commission meeting. 

 
Given under my hand and official seal of the City of Clearwater, this 6th day of December 

2005. 
                   
                                                                            

  Cheryl S. Wright, City Clerk 
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