
 
 

MINUTES 

CITY OF CLEARWATER, SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 23, 2013 

  

The regular meeting of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, City Council was held on 

Tuesday, July 23, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., in the Clearwater City Council Chamber, City Hall, 129 E. 

Ross Avenue, Clearwater, Kansas. 

 

The following members were present:  Mike York, Mayor; Jim Whitney, Paul G. Clark, Chris 

Griffin, Burt Ussery; Council Members.  Council Member Laura Papish was absent.  The following 

staff members were present: Kent Brown, City Administrator; Barbara Salinas, City Clerk; Janet 

Amerine, City Attorney. Others present at the meeting were:  Mary Schauf, Clearwater Fire 

Department; Donald Schauf, EMS Director and Robin Freidline, citizen. 

 

            

Mayor York called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  York gave the invocation, which was followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Clerk called the roll to confirm the presence of a quorum.   

 

Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 9,  2013 

  

MOTION: Council Member Chris Griffin made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 9,   

                           2013 City Council Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Burt    

                             Ussery and passed unanimously. 

  

Consent Agenda 

 

There were no items on the consent agenda. 

 

Mayor’s Recommendations   

 

Mayor Mike York made the following recommendations: 

 

Appoint Sandi Keeler as Clearwater Recreation Commission. 

Appointment of Denise Donley Mills as Court Appointed Attorney 

   

The above appointments were accepted with Council consensus. 

 

Public Forum 

 

No members of the public addressed the Council. 
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New Agenda  

 

A Resolution to set a Public Hearing for Property at 250 N. Byers in Clearwater, Kansas. 

 

City Administrator Kent Brown provided background Resolution. The Resolution is for the 

property at 250 N. Byers.  A couple of letters have been sent by Brown regarding the property.  

There is a garage on the South side of the property that has a hole in the roof.  There is a tree 

growing through the roof on the other side.  

 

Property Owner Robin Freidline stated that she and husband Ken Freidline will be moving into the 

home in the next week.  Freidline will have the tree taken care of in about a week and the shed 

would be taken care in two weeks.   Freidline’s husband has been in hospital so that is why things 

have not been taken care of before now.   

 

Council Member Jim Whitney stated that he would be willing to allow 60 – 90 days for this matter 

to be addressed and progress made on the cleanup efforts of the home and property.    

 

MOTION:  Council Member Paul Clark made a motion to adopt the Resolution as presented and 

to set the hearing for August 27, 2013.  Council Member Burt Ussery seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimously.   

  

Resolution No.  13-2013 

 

B  Designate Voting Representative and Alternate to the Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (WAMPO) Transportation Policy Body (TPB).    

 

The Council approved membership to the Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (WAMPO) 

Transportation Policy Body (TPB) at the last regular meeting of July 9, 2013.   City Administrator Kent 

Brown requested the Council make an official appointment of a primary voting representative as well as an 

alternate representative for the City of Clearwater.   

 

Council Member Burt Ussery volunteered to serve as the primary voting representative to the WAMPO 

TPB.  City Administrator Kent Brown will serve as the alternate voting representative.   

Council gave consensus. 

 

C Discussion on USD 264 Board/City Council Joint Meeting held on July 16, 2013. 

 

Mayor Mike York summarized the USD 264/City Council Joint Meeting regarding the future of the Sports 

Complex.  The Council had discussion.   

  

Consensus was that the City of Clearwater would continue to maintain control but consider a Joint Use 

Agreement with the School District that would allow the School to maintain the baseball fields from 

March 1
st
 through May 31

st
.     
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D  Review of 2014 Budget 

     

City Administrator Kent Brown provided the Council with a proposed budget that if accepted will not 

require an increase in taxes.    

 

Council Member Burt Ussery suggested increasing the $2 fee for the ambulance fund to $3 to help 

with the fuel costs and ambulance supplies.  City Attorney Janet Amerine stated that the $2 was put to 

a community vote and it cannot be changed unless put to another vote. Council Member Burt Ussery 

would like to have some help with the rising costs of the supplies for the ambulance.  This topic would 

be discussed at a later time.  Council Member Burt Ussery also suggested raising the mill levy to buy 

the equipment that is needed to maintain the city properties.  It could be a safety issue if not upgrading 

the equipment needed to take care of city property.   

 

Council Member Jim Whitney agreed with Council Member Burt Ussery about finding money for 

ambulance supplies.  Every year the costs go up and possibly have to raise taxes if ambulance 

continues to be free of charge.   

 

Consensus of the Council was to accept the 2014 budget as presented with the changes discussed and 

agreed.    
  

E  Approve Public Hearing Notice   

 

It was the consensus of the Council to initiate the Notice of Public Hearing for approval of the 2014 

proposed budget.   

 

MOTION: Council Member Burt Ussery made a motion to initiate a Notice of Public Hearing 

for approval of the 2014 proposed budget.  The motion was seconded by Council 

Member Jim Whitney and passed unanimously.   

 

Department Head Reports 

 

Public Works Director Ernie Misak reported to the Council the department repaired two fairly large 

water leaks and will work on the third leak soon after it is marked.  Most of the trees have been 

removed from the tree farm at the sports complex.  Public Works fixed the drainage and wash out at 

Grant/Ross north east corner.  Director Misak discussed with the Council the drainage problem at 

the drainage ditch between drive to business park and liquor store.  Ditch does not look to be 

dangerous and will wait until the Sedgwick County road project starts to see what happens when the 

road is widened.  Public works will put a temporary cover on top of it for now.  Council Member 

Chris Griffin stated that the residents were very appreciative of Public works cleaning out the 

drainage ditches at Byers and Ross.   
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Police Chief Gene Garcia reported the Department has been busy with 5 felonies and other 

miscellaneous activities.  Officer Harp is back from his SRO training and re-certification.  Chief 

Garcia has been asked to attend a LEAPS school in Lawrence.  It is a budgeted item and if selected 

Garcia would be gone for a week.  Police Chief Gene Garcia stated the Tribal Dash has been 

postponed until a later date.  

 

EVS Director Donald Schauf stated the new ambulance should be delivered the third week of 

August.  Several things would have to be added so it should be in Clearwater by September 1.   

 

Claims & Warrants 

 

City Clerk, Barbara Salinas presented the claims and warrants as of 7-23-13 to include an addition 

of $1850.56 for a total of $19358.61. 

 

MOTION:        Council Member Chris Griffin moved to authorize payment of the claims and          

                               warrants for $19358.61.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Paul 

Clark                             and passed unanimously.   

 

Old Business 

 

This item was tabled until the next regular meeting. 
 

Executive Session 

 

Mayor Mike York requested an executive session to discuss personnel for a period of ten 

minutes. 

 

MOTION: Council Member Jim Whitney moved to go into executive session at 8:24 p.m. to 

discuss personnel for a period of 16 minutes.  Council Member Paul Clark seconded 

the motion and passed unanimously.      

 

Council returned from executive session at 8:40 p.m. with no action taken.   

 

Staff Reports 

 

City Clerk Barbara Salinas stated that the Council would be receiving a monthly financial statement 

for a year to date update on 2013 revenues and expenditures.   

 

City Attorney Amerine stated that she did some research on the question raised by Council Member 

Laura Papish regarding the City’s legal requirement to provide insurance to employees and their 

families.  According to City Attorney Amerine, the city has a legal obligation to provide insurance 

to the employee only.   Any additional costs to provide family coverage could be paid by the 

employee. 
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City Administrator Kent Brown had nothing to report. 

 

Council Reports 

   

Council Member Burt Ussery stated wanted an update with Dollar General and what is 

going on with the yard upkeep behind the fence.   

 

Council Member Paul G. Clark had nothing to report.   

 

Council Member Jim Whitney asked about the tennis court and the fact that the net was not up this 

weekend.   Council Member Whitney asked that it be put back up for community use.   City 

Administrator Brown indicated that the net was down due to some work that was being dong to the 

tennis court and that the net would be put back up. 

 

Council Member Chris Griffin had nothing to report.   

 

Mayor Mike York asked about date for Recreation Meeting and checked the dates for 

the Fall Festival.  

 

Adjournment 
  

 MOTION:     Being no further discussion to come before the Council, Council        

Member Jim Whitney moved for adjournment.  The motion was seconded 

by Council Member Burt Ussery and passed unanimously. 

 

The Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
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CERTIFICATE 

 

State of Kansas          } 

County of Sedgwick   } 

City of Clearwater      } 

 

I,  Barbara Salinas, City Clerk of the City of Clearwater, Sedgwick County, Kansas, hereby 

certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the approved minutes of the July 23, 2013 

City Council meeting. 

 

 

Given under my hand and official seal of the City of Clearwater, this 13
th 

day of August, 

2013. 

 

 

 

 

       

Barbara Salinas, City Clerk 


