
Design ConceptDesign Concept
The main goal of our design is to create a park that matches the quality of Clearwater’s 

new aquatic center.  
A redesigned playground and pavilion increases safety and enjoyment while establishing 
stronger circulation linkages and visual relationships with the aquatic center.  The park’s 

perimeter path links visitors with a variety of enhanced activity areas, including shaded picnic 
tables, prairie boardwalk, and performance pavilion.  The performance pavilion includes a stage, 
concessions, and seating.  It is designed to accommodate Clearwater’s Fall Festival and similar 
events.  We view the Fall Festival as an opportunity for Clearwater to market itself to visitors 

looking for a safe, vibrant, family-friendly community.  
The establishment of a prairie stream corridor will enhance the aesthetics and environmental 

health of the park.  The stream, aquatic center, water tower, and  windmill entry 
sculpture create a unified design for Clearwater Park that highlights the community’s 

many relationships with water.







Aquatic Center 
Parking Lot

Trees will be planted to 
provide shade for the 
parking lot. 

Bioswales surrounding the 
parking lot will increase 
water infiltration. 



Circulation 
Pathways between the aquatic center and park will be wider and more direct. A new  
foot bridge made with metal supports and composite decking will provide for safe 

travel between the two areas. 

















Elm Allee
American Elms line a curvilinear 

pathway through the center of the park. 
The tree canopy and linear organization 
will provide a great place for vendors at 
large events. The American Elm’s vase-

like trunk allows for safe circulation 
along the pathway. Eastern Redbuds 
surround the Allee’s center node and 
will provide seasonal interest for the 

park.



Stage and 
Amphitheatre

A new stage and 
seating area will 

accommodate large 
events like the Fall 

Festival. The design is 
based on tents used in 
small-town Chatauqua
events during the early 

20th century.  
Designed limestone 

columns allow for the 
quick assembly of an 
overhead canopy over 
the stage and seating 
area.  Plant massing 
behind the stage acts 

as a buffer and 
backdrop. 

Event Pavilion
With a brick cooking patio and concession stand this area will quickly 

become a popular space for large events and picnics. The second 
pavilion allows for several events to occur simultaneously within the 

park.



Activity Lawn

A large open turf space 
will accommodate 

everyday school activities 
and special events. The 

proposed amphitheatre is 
positioned to allow 

viewing from the lawn. 



Picnic Area
This wooded picnic area provides a more private space for park guests.  The 

overhead tree canopy creates enclosure and shade.  The massing of ornamental 
trees provides visual interest.



North-End Terminus
North end activity spaces will be serviced by a restroom area 

along the perimeter pathway. Raised planters provide a place for
visitors to rest and create an entry into the picnic area.



Prairie Boardwalk
This space will function as a retention basin. The boardwalk will also provide a 

unique educational tool for nearby schools. The Grasses seen in the prairie area can 
also be seen in the proposed bio-swales and in several planting beds. 



Prairie Swale Section and Plan View
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Bioswale Installation and Management

•It will be best to establish most areas of the bioswale by plants, rather than from seed.  
Seed is easily washed out of swales and the plants establish themselves faster.  The 

downside is that the plants cost more money.

•Site preparation is very important.  All weed competition should be eliminated before 
planting—this may require more than one site treatment.

•Erosion control is best accomplished with a biodegradable erosion netting or cloth.

•Planting rule of thumb is one plant per square foot.  Plant in spring or early fall.  Early 
fall is usually the best.

•During the first growing season, any weed competition should be eliminated 
promptly.  Thereafter, weed control needs will drastically reduce as the native 

vegetation takes hold of the site.

•Long term management is best accomplished using controlled burns to revitalize 
native vegetation and set back trees and weeds.

•As with anything else in life, there are no shortcuts to success.





ReferencesReferences
Applied Ecological Services.  http://www.appliedeco.com/

Brady Nursery, Wichita, KS.  http://www.bradynursery.com/
City-Data.Com.  http://www.city-data.com/city/Clearwater-Kansas.html

Clearwater Website.  http://www.clearwaterks.org/
Prairie Moon Nursery.  http://www.prairiemoon.com

USDA Plants Database.  http://plants.usda.gov/
Source for Purchasing Prairie Bioswale Plants:

Kaw River Restoration Nurseries
1904 Elm Street

Eudora, KS 66025
(785) 542-3090

(785) 542-3570 FAX
krrn@appliedeco.com

Source for Poured Rubber Playground Surface:
Surface America, Inc.

P.O. Box 157
Williamsville, NY 14231

(800) 999-0555
(716) 632-8413

Fax: (716) 632-8324
E-mail: info@surfaceamerica.com

www.surfaceamerica.com
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